
AGENDA  
CITY OF SALEM 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
6:00 PM  April 1, 2019 

 
 

I. Call to Order 
II. Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance 
III. Presentation of Petitions/Public Comments 
IV. Mayor’s Report and Presentations 

1.  Presentation by Ret. Representative John Cavaletto 
2. Proclamation for Grace Methodist Church – Historic Building 

 
V. City Council Action 

1. Consent Agenda 
a. City Council Minutes –  03/18, 2019 

2. Second Reading of FY20 City of Salem Budget 
3. Approval of Purchase of Paint Services for Bryan Park Restrooms 
4. Approval of Bid for Culvert Replacement at Kell St. 
5. Approval of IDOT Resolution for Whittaker FAU Work 
 

VI. City Manager Report 
VII. City Attorney Report 
VIII. Finance Director Report 
IX. City Council Report 
X. Adjournment 

 
Bill Gruen  
City Manager 

 

MINUTES 
CITY OF SALEM 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
April 1, 2019 

 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 
The regular April 1, 2019 meeting of the City Council was convened at 6:00 p.m. and called to order by 
Mayor Rex Barbee. 
 
Council members present: 
Councilman Jim Koehler 
Councilman Nicolas Farley 
Councilman Craig Morton (Arrived at 6:02 pm) 
Councilwoman Sue Morgan 
Mayor Rex Barbee 
 
Council member absent:   
None 
 
Others present: 
City Manager Bill Gruen    City Clerk Bev Quinn 
City Attorney Mike Jones    Chief of Police Sean Reynolds                              
Public Works Director John Pruden     Asst. Public Works Director Annette Brushwitz 
Deputy Chief Susan Miller    Finance Director Keli Barrow 
Economic Development Dir. Jeanne Gustafson  Members of the Media and Public   
  

II. PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Opening prayer was offered by Councilwoman Morgan, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

III. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Mayor Barbee welcomed Tammy, Grace and Caroline Foltz, and invited them to address Council about 
a project they want to do.  Grace read the following letter to Council: 
 
 
 

                                                            (See next page) 
 



 
Mayor Barbee commended the young ladies for their efforts and Councilman Farley added that he is 
very impressed.  Mayor Barbee thanked the Foltzes for their presentation. 
 

IV. MAYOR’S REPORT AND PRESENTATIONS  
 1. Presentation by Ret. Representative John Cavaletto 

Mayor Barbee invited Retired State Representative John Cavaletto to address Council.  Mr. 
Cavaletto thanked Mayor Barbee and the City Council for inviting him to the meeting.  Mr. 
Cavaletto indicated over this years in the House of Representatives, he has collected many 
pictures of Abraham Lincoln.  Mr. Cavaletto added that he feels Mr. Lincoln was the greatest 
president who ever lived and a great statesman, as well as being an Illinois boy.  Mr. Cavaletto 
indicated he just donated a picture to the Old Court House in Vandalia, and he would also like to 
donate one to the City of Salem.  (See below.) 

 

 
 

  Mayor Barbee thanked Mr. Cavaletto, and indicated the City would display it in a place of honor. 
 



 2. Proclamation for Grace Methodist Church – Historic Building 
 Mayor Barbee announced that the Grace Methodist Church building has been placed on the 

National Register of Historic Places, and the Church is holding a celebration to recognize this 
designation on April 6, 2019.  In recognition of this honor, Mayor Barbee declared the week of 
April 1-7, 2019 as “Grace United Methodist Church Week” in Salem.    Members of the Grace 
United Methodist Church who were present are:  Frank Brinkerhoff, John Richardson, Jim Milano, 
Mary Ann Milano, John Right, Rae Delao, Levi Ward and Jeannie Malone.  Councilman Koehler 
added that the Methodist  church is having a fish fry as part of their celebration, and tickets are 
available for purchase. 

 
 Proclamation for S.A.F.E. (Sexual Assault and Family Emergencies) – Pam Bird of S.A.F.E.  was 

present to provide information about the services her organization provides.  At  S.A.F.E.’s 
request, Mayor Barbee presented a proclamation declaring the month of April as “Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month & Child Abuse Prevention Month” in Salem. 

  
V.    CITY COUNCIL ACTION 

1. Consent Agenda 
a.  Approval of Minutes – March 18, 2019 
     Motion was made by Councilman Koehler and seconded by Councilwoman Morgan to 

approve the City Council minutes of March 18, 2019, as presented.   Roll call vote:  AYES:  
Councilman Farley, Councilman Morton, Councilwoman Morgan, Councilman Koehler, Mayor 
Barbee.  NAYS:  None.   Motion carried. 

 
2. Second Reading of FY20 City of Salem Budget 
 City Manager Gruen went through budget revisions since the first reading of the proposed 

budget, as follows: 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 



City Manager Gruen went through all non-General Fund  proposed expenditures, as listed 
below. 
 

 
 

3. Approval of Purchase of Paint Services for Bryan Park Restrooms 
 City Manager Gruen indicated that during the first budget reading, he presented some Park 
spending that he couldn’t get into a balanced budget for FY20.  One of those requests was to 
hire Henson Painting Contractors for $7,208 for painting the inside and outside of the 
restrooms in Bryan Park.  Gruen indicated the Parks FY19 budget will not likely end in the black, 
which is why he is requesting Council approval for this to be an FY19 expenditure.  Motion was 
made by Councilwoman Morgan and seconded by Councilman Farley to approve an 
expenditure of $7,208 to Henson Painting Contractors to paint the Bryan Park restrooms.  
Roll call vote:  AYES:  Councilman Morton, Councilwoman Morgan, Councilman Koehler, 
Councilman Farley, Mayor Barbee.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
4. Approval of Bid for Culvert Replacement at Kell St. 

City Manager Gruen indicated Kell St. box culvert replacement was included in the draft FY20 
budget in Fund 18.  Bids were opened the week of March 25, and the low bidder is Lake 
Contracting, in the amount of $99,998.  Gruen added that we have $148,500 budgeted for this 
project in FY20.  Public Works Director John Pruden added that although he has not used Lake 
Contracting in the past, they come highly recommended by our consultants.  Motion was made 
by Councilman Farley and seconded by Councilman Koehler to accept the proposal from Lake 
Contracting for Kell St. Box Culvert Replacement in the amount of $99,908.  Roll call vote:  
AYES:  Councilwoman Morgan, Councilman Koehler, Councilman Farley, Councilman Morton, 
Mayor Barbee.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 
 

5.  Approval of IDOT Resolution for Engineering Agreement with Rhutasel for Whittaker FAU 
Work 

 City Manager Gruen indicated Council agreed on March 4, 2019 to an IDOT-approved 
engineering agreement with Rhutasel for their work from design through inspection for the 
FAU-supported work at Whittaker (street, sidewalks and storm sewer).  This resolution 
accomplishes the same approval.  Motion was made by Councilman Farley and seconded by 
Councilwoman Morgan to approve the IDOT Resolution for Engineering with Rhutasel and 
Associates for Whittaker FAU work in the amount of $216,500.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  
Councilman Koehler, Councilman Farley, Councilman Morton, Councilwoman Morgan, Mayor 
Barbee.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
   VI. CITY MANAGERS REPORT  
 Budget - City Manager Gruen  indicated there will be a Budget Hearing at 5:45 pm on April 15th, 

followed by a final reading and approval.  Gruen added that the draft budget is available on the City 
website and a printed copy is available at City Hall for review. 

 
 Keith McNeil – The Orchard – Mr. Gruen indicated he recently had an impromptu meeting with Keith 

McNeil, and Keith is really being active about bringing businesses to The Orchard.  That area is really 
looking good. Councilman Farley indicated that the south end of town is looking better than is has in 
years.  Councilman Koehler added that Keith will have The Orchard filled in no time. 
 

VII. CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT – No report. 
 
VIII. FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT  

 Ms. Barrow indicated she will have the revenue expense reports this week, and she will be working on 
the budget amendment for approval at the next meeting. 

 
  IX. CITY COUNCIL REPORT  

 Councilman Koehler indicated he saw the SCHS production of Shrek, and it was a very, very good show  



While there, he heard many favorable comments about the theater extension.  Councilman Koehler 
asked about the pool painting.  Asst. Public Works Director Brushwitz responded that they expect to be 
done tomorrow. 

 
 Councilman Farley reminded everyone “don’t forget to vote!”. 
 
 Mayor Barbee indicated Shrek will be presented one more weekend, and encouraged everyone to see 

it. 

X. ADJOURNMENT 
 As there was no further business to discuss, motion was made by Councilwoman Morgan and 

seconded by Councilman Morton to adjourn the meeting at 7:28 pm.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  
Councilman Morton, Councilwoman Morgan, Councilman Koehler, Councilman Farley, Mayor 
Barbee.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried. 

       
 

Bev Quinn, CMC 
City Clerk 

 
Minutes approved:  _______________ 

 


	VI. City Manager Report

